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A—THEOLOGY

In this part of dogmatics we treat of 1. Revelation of God
2. Essence of God
3. Attributes of God
4. Will of God
5. Holy Trinity
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B. Anthropoloqgy

In this part of dogmatics we treat of 1. Man's Present Abode
2. Man's Nature
3. Image of God
4. Fall of Man
5. Sin
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C. Christology

In this part of dogmatics we treat of 1. The Person of the Redeemer
2. The Two States of our Redeemer
3. The Office of Christ
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DOGMATICS NOTES Volume I

D. SOTERIOLOGY

In this part of dogmatics we treat of 1. Faith

2. The Means of Grace
3. Order of Salvation
4. The Church

5. Public Ministry

6. The Antichrist

1. Faith
I. Faith occupies a central position in the New Testament
1. The New Testament proclaims reconciliation and union between God and mankind .............. 1
2. The dominance of faith emphasized in the New Testament............cccooeiiiiiiiiinnenie e, 3
3. Usage of terms miotis and miotevewy not for saving faith in Christ ..., 6
4. “Subjective faith” and “objective faith”...........cooi i 7
5. mioTic mainly in the SUDJECLIVE SENSE ...c..oviii e 7
6. Various terms for the attributes of faith...........ccocooiiiiiii e, 9

. Definition of faith

1. Faith is essentially CONTIABNCE .......c.oiiiiiiiiiieie e e 10
2. False ideas about TaIth ... e 10
3. That faith is confidence is also indicated by the prepositions USed ..........ccccovvveviririeniieninnnnnn, 10
4. Faith as a matter 0f the NEAI ...........occo i e 12
5. Faith governs and controls understanding...........ccoceiierenienieniee e e 14
6. Faith also influences and governs the Will ............c.ooioi e 16
7. The Roman Catholic definition of faith ... 17
8. Paul Tillich on the subject of faith ..o 22

. Faith appropriates the merits of Christ

1. Faith is the proper attitude towards Christ's work of redemption .........ccccccevvvveviveieccieseennnn, 22
2. Faith appropriates or receives Christ and hiS MEritS .........ccoovveiiiiiiiieiise e 23
3. A characteristic Of faith IS @SSUIANCE .......cecviiieiieie e ae s 25
4. Faith is not in itself a meritorious cause of a man's salvation.............ccccoccevvriinienieiicne e, 28

2. The Means of Grace

A. General Remarks

I. Definition of the means of grace

1. God devised the MEaNS OF graCe........cciiiieiiiieieeie e sre e e 34
2. The means of grace serve a doUDIE PUIPOSE. .....cc.oiiiiieieriesiene e 35



I1. Faith is produced by God only through the means of grace

1. Faith is based on the objective means of grace .........ccccvev e 38
2. The Holy Spirit's work and the means 0f Qrace ..........ccoceeiieiiiie i 40
3. It is God's revealed desire to deal with sinners through the means...........c.cccoovevevieviecccinennns 42

I11. Errors about salvation corrupt the means of grace

1. The Roman Catholic error in SAIVAtION ..........cccoiiieiieiice e 43
2. The Calvinist error iN SAIVALION ..........coiiiiiie et 44
3. The SynergistiC error in SAIVALION ..........cccveiiiieiiee e ae e e e 49
4. Caution for Lutherans in the doctrine of the means of grace ........c.cocceveeviiiienie e 50

IV. The means of grace are: the word of the gospel and the sacraments

1. Definition of the word of the gOSPEl .........cvv e 50
2. Definition Of SACIAMENTS .....oo.viiiiiiiee ettt ettt neesneene s 51
3. Purpose Of the Means OF GraCe ........ccciieiieie ettt snaenae s 53
4. Prayer is not to be classed with the means of grace..........cccovieiiiineic s 55

V. The Old and New Testament means of grace

1. Purpose of both Old and New Testament means of grace...........cccoccevveveriveresiesieese e 56
2. Differences between the Old and New Testament means of grace .........cccoccevvvevviinieeiesiennnn, 57
3. Two Old Testament rites: circumciSion and PASSOVET ...........cceiieiireeneniiesee e 59
B. The Word
I. Definition of the Word of God
1. God is the FouNtain OF TrULN ........ocuiii e 61
2. God's truth is conveyed to man through hiS WOrd ..........ccceiieiiiii i 65
3. In and of themselves, the sounds or syllables are not the Word...........ccccoeeiiiiiiinienieniens 66

I1. Inspiration of the Word of God

1. Scripture is called the WOrd 0f GO .........ccccviieiieie e 69
2. Definition of inspiration and INSPIFEA ..........ooeiiiiiiiieiiee e e 72
3. Verbal inspiration and the ChFiStIan .........cccoviieiiic e 75
4. Objections to verbal INSPIFALION ........c.ooiiiiiiiiie et nreas 76
5. Confusion of inspiration with conversion and enlightenment ............cccocceeveviveie i, 86
6. INSPIration 1N @ IOOSEN WAY ......ccveiureieiiieiieeiecee et ste e ste et e e teesee s e saeenaesneesneeneesneenneens 86

I11. Scripture has divine authority

1. Both the causative and normative authority of the Scriptures are divine ...........c.ccooovvverieriene 87
2. Scripture is sufficient for bringing sinners to Salvation ............ccccovvvieie i, 96
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4. God established the canon Of the SCHPLUIES .........ccvveiieie i 105

IV. The Word of God works in both a psychological and supernatural manner
1. The Word of God appeals to the psychological nature of human beings...........ccocceveiininnenn 112
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2. The Holy Spirit fills the Word wWith diVine POWET ..........ccoiveiiiieiiee e 114
3. Errors regarding SCIPLUIE.......coviiieieie sttt bbb e enes 117

C. Law and Gospel
I. Scripture clearly differentiates a twofold word of God

1. God's truth is undivided and UNCRANGING. ........ooiviiiiieiee e 124
2. Scripture speaks of two kinds of word, law and gospel ... 125
3. Both law and gospel have many points in COMMON.........cccccoeiieiieie e 126

I1. Definitions of the law
1. These are Lutheran definitions of divine law based on SCripture...........ccccovoeveninniincnene. 128

2. Other meanings of the term “law” (M0, VOROG) ..o 129

I11. Definition of the gospel
1. This is the Lutheran definition of gospel based on SCripture..........cccoceviveeevieve e, 133
2. Other meanings Of the term “goSPel™ ... s 135

IV. Law and gospel are opposites

1. Inthe MOde Of FEVEIALION ........c.eiiieice et et nreas 135
2. With regard t0 their MedIALOrS. ........ccviiiiieie e sre e enes 137
3. In their messages t0 MANKING .........coiiiiiiieieie e e enes 139
4. In the way they offer DIESSING ......cvviieiice e s 140
T L LT =) i =10t TSP PR 142
6. In the persons to Whom they apply .......oovee e 146
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8. Errors in the distinction between Law and GOSpel ..........ccooovviiiieii i 154

V. God's use of his law

1. To uphold order and decency (JUSHItIa CIVIIIS) ........ccooveiieiiiiiiieeee e 155
2. To bring sinners to a knowledge of their SINfUINESS..........cccovieiiiie i 156
3. The three uses of God's law With @ ChFISTIAN ........ccooiiiiiieie s 157

VI. Definition of the Word of God as a means of grace
1. TNE JAW'S POWET ...ttt b ettt b e b e et e st et e et e bt e nbeenbeeneenes 162
2. THE QOSPEI'S POWET ...ttt ettt e st e et e e s e s re e teeneeeseenaeeneesreenneenee e 162

D. Sacraments (in general)

|. Definition of sacrament

1. Scripture does not use the term SACTAMENT...........cccviieiiere e 163
2. Only two rites, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, fit this definition...........ccccovveiiiiiniennne 167
3. Other definitions of sacrament and SCIPLUE.........cvcveiieieeieseere e 169

I1. The sacraments are powerful means of grace
1. What the SACIamMENtS dO0.......cciiiiiieiiie ettt be e nreas 173
2. The sacraments have this power by virtue of their divine institution .............cccccevvvieivernene 174



3. Sacraments are not empty Signs Or Mere SYMBOIS .......cccoovviieiieiiee e 175
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IV. The necessity of the sacraments
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5. Officiants Of the LOrd'S SUPPET .......oiviieie ettt nne e 191

I. Definition of baptism

1. Different meanings Of DAPTISIM .......oouiiiiiieii e e 192
2. Biblical words for the sacrament of baptisSm.........cccooeiiriicic i 193
3. The foreshadow of baptism in the Old TeStamMeNt............cccoevireiiiieiie s 193
3. The manner of washing in DaPtISM ........covei i s 196
5. The visible (earthly) element Of DAPLISM.......ccviiiiiiii s 198
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I1. Institution of baptism
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I11. Blessings of baptism
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V. Infant baptism and baptismal customs
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1. Christ's command is broad enough to include children ... 215
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3. Objections to INfaNt DAPLISIM .......ocveiie e enes 218
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