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THEOLOGY 

In this part of dogmatics we treat of  1. Revelation of God 
 2. Essence of God 
 3. Attributes of God 
 4. Will of God 
 5. Holy Trinity 
 

1. 
 

Revelation of God 

I. God reveals himself in Scripture 
1. Scripture nowhere attempts to prove the existence of God ....................................................... 32 
2. Scripture does not reveal God’s whole nature to us .................................................................. 35 
3. The revelation of God becomes ours through faith ................................................................... 36 
4. The revelation of God in nature (notitia Dei naturalis) ............................................................ 38 

 
II.  Philosophical attempts to prove the existence of God 
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2. 

 
Essence of God 

I. God is the infinite, absolute Spirit 
1. No adequate definition of God is possible ................................................................................ 48 
2. Learning about God’s essence from his names ......................................................................... 50 
3. God is the absolutely Independent Being (independentia et aseitas Dei)................................. 56 
4. God is infinite (infinitas Dei) .................................................................................................... 57 
5. God is one in essence and number (unitas Dei) ........................................................................ 59 
6. God is personality (spiritualitas Dei) ........................................................................................ 61 
7. Reason for Scripture's description of God's essence ................................................................. 62 

 
3. 

 
Attributes of God 

I. God’s many attributes as different manifestations of his saving love 
1. God is love ................................................................................................................................ 63 
2. He uses his other attributes in the interest of his love ............................................................... 63 

 
II. The division of God's attributes into Immanent and Transitive 

1. “A thing is equal to the sum of its attributes,” does not apply to God ...................................... 63 
2. God is impartibilis, ohne Stücke ............................................................................................... 65 
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3. The attributes are not mere names ............................................................................................. 65 
4. Other suggested divisions of God's attributes ........................................................................... 67 
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III. The immanent attributes of God 
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3. Immanent Love (amor Dei internus, amor absolutus) .............................................................. 76 
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4. UWill of God 

 
I. God’s will is his essence 
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2. Truths to be kept in mind ........................................................................................................ 146 

 
II. The will of God is absolutely free 

1. This follows from God’s independence .................................................................................. 146 
2. Mercy as the demonstration of the independence of God’s will ............................................. 147 
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III. Dogmaticians' divisions of God's will 
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5. UHoly Trinity 

 
I. Definition of the Holy Trinity 



  v 

1. God has one essence, being, substance, essentia, substantia, φύσις, οὐσία ............................ 160 
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B. 
 

Anthropology 

In this part of dogmatics we treat of 1. Man's Present Abode 
       2. Man's Nature 
       3. Image of God 
       4. Fall of Man 
       5. Sin 

 
1. 

 
Man's Present Abode 

I. The universe was created by God in the beginning to be the abode of man 
1. The Creator is God, particularly the Father ............................................................................. 205 
2. The existence of the world is due exclusively to a creative act of God .................................. 207 
3. The world was created in the beginning of time ...................................................................... 211 
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II. God's providence (providentia) 
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3. Providence is a work of the Triune God (opus ad extra) ........................................................ 223 
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III. The three acts of providence 
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2. Cooperation or concurrence (concursus, providentia cooperatrix) ........................................ 233 
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VI. Angels 
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2. 

 
Man's Nature 

I. Man as a creation of God 
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6. Man's nature seems to be a dichotomy, not trichotomy .......................................................... 360 
 
II. All inhabitants of the earth are descended from Adam and Eve 
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Image of God 
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