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 He who has ears 
let him hear! Matthew 11:15

 A Bible study designed to help hearers define faithful preaching so they can listen with more informed ears and provide more informed feedback
Lesson #4 – March 14, 2010
“A workman who does not need to be ashamed” (2 Timothy 2:15).
How do pastors get ready to preach?
Review

As we wait to get started this morning, read through the summary statements from our first three lessons.  Note any questions you would still like to ask from those lessons.



From Lesson #1:  (What is the purpose and power of preaching?)
Preaching has faith goals (appropriation) and life goals (application).
The power to accomplish those goals is found in the Word’s twofold message of law (as it reveals sin, warns, and directs) and gospel (as it comforts and empowers).
Since God is most concerned about hearts that trust him and since only his love can empower true fruits of faith, it is critical that the gospel have a general predominance in our preaching.
While teaching and preaching have much in common, teaching will learn more toward information (giving us what we need to know from God’s Word) while preaching leans more toward persuasion (moving us to trust and live what I know from that Word).  
From Lesson #2: (What would Scripture call a good sermon?)
God’s Word is always at work supernaturally (the power of the Holy Spirit is at work) and psychologically (it appeals to intellect, emotion, and will) at the same time.
While preaching is always more than good communication, it should not be less.  As with all good communication meant to persuade, three key elements the Spirit can use to accomplish his purposes are the message’s content (logos), its emotional appeal (pathos) and the trust factor that exists between preacher and hearers (ethos).
A wise pastor remembers that only the Holy Spirit can lead hearts to believe and live what has been shared, but he also knows that he wants to use every gift God has given him to deliver the Spirit’s message with clarity, passion, and integrity.

From Lesson #3: How do pastors select portions of Scripture for preaching?

Pastors carefully select portions of Scripture on which to preach (texts) so as to feed a balanced diet of the whole counsel of God to the sheep entrusted to their care.

There are basically four methods pastors could use to select a text:  1) selecting random texts from week to week by the needs of the congregation; 2) choosing a series of texts to follow for several weeks to develop a topic/doctrine; 3) dividing up books of the Bible into texts and preaching through that book week by week; and 4) preaching from one of the predetermined set of readings (pericopes) that follow the season by season and week by week emphases of the church year.

While there is no divinely sanctioned method of text selection, most Lutherans preach from a pericope and observe the church year since it keeps the focus on Christ, both his life for us and our life empowered by him. 
Introduction

About how long on average would you guess the typical WELS pastor spends preparing his regular Sunday sermon?   And the survey says….

Read Acts 6:1-4.

What was going wrong in the first Christian congregation in Jerusalem?

Why does that help us understand why it is important for congregational members to remember the training and preparation time needed to make sure we have well-balanced and healthy “meals” coming from the pulpit?

While not every WELS pastor follows exactly the same pattern as he works on his sermons, the pattern below is one sample pattern shared with our seminary students.  We will consider the importance of each step, note the approximate amount of time each step might take (which may vary with ministry experience), and use next week’s text (Philippians 3:8-14) as a concrete example for some steps might look like in practice.   
One Pattern a Pastor Might Use in Preparing to Preach on a Text
Step #1:  Pray for God’s blessing on the study of the text
Why is this step important?  

These three passages will help us answer that question: Psalm 119:18, 1 Corinthians 2:10b-13, and James 1:5.

Approximate amount of time spent on this step: impossible to measure!
Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14


Hard to show an example apart from the real thing!

Step #2:  Study all the parts of the service that are unique to that Sunday in the church year (what is called the “proper” as compared to the “ordinary”)
Why is this step important?

Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  30 minutes

Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14

Since our text is the suggested second lesson for Lent 5 (ILCW C), the rest of the proper are:

Gospel


Luke 20:9-19 

First Lesson 

Isaiah 43:16-21 



 

Second Lesson 

Philippians 3:8-14




Psalm 73 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Step #3:  Read the selected text in multiple English translations


Why is this step important?


Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  15 minutes


Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14 (see attachment)
Step #4:  Study the text’s context – both its narrower context (chapter, book) and wider context (place of text and book in salvation history)
Why is this step important?



Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  30 minutes



Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14




Notice how 3:2 sets the context for the first half of our text.




Notice how 3:17-18 sets the context for the last half of our text.

What do we know about the Philippian congregation and Paul’s situation as he writes this letter?

Step #5:  Work through the text in the original language


Why is this step important?


Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  2 hours


Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14


Philippians 3:8-14 


8ἀλλὰ μενοῦνγε καὶ ἡγοῦμαι πάντα ζημίαν εἶναι διὰ τὸ ὑπερέχον τῆς γνώσεως Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ τοῦ κυρίου μου, δἰ ὃν τὰ πάντα ἐζημιώθην, καὶ ἡγοῦμαι σκύβαλα, ἵνα Χριστὸν κερδήσω 9καὶ εὑρεθῶ ἐν αὐτῷ, μὴ ἔχων ἐμὴν δικαιοσύνην τὴν ἐκ νόμου ἀλλὰ τὴν διὰ πίστεως Χριστοῦ, τὴν ἐκ θεοῦ δικαιοσύνην ἐπὶ τῇ πίστει, 10τοῦ γνῶναι αὐτὸν καὶ τὴν δύναμιν τῆς ἀναστάσεως αὐτοῦ καὶ [τὴν] κοινωνίαν [τῶν] παθημάτων αὐτοῦ, συμμορφιζόμενος τῷ θανάτῳ αὐτοῦ, 11εἴ πως καταντήσω εἰς τὴν ἐξανάστασιν τὴν ἐκ νεκρῶν. 
12Οὐχ ὅτι ἤδη ἔλαβον ἢ ἤδη τετελείωμαι, διώκω δὲ εἰ καὶ καταλάβω, ἐφ̓ ᾧ καὶ κατελήμφθην ὑπὸ Χριστοῦ [Ἰησοῦ]. 13ἀδελφοί, ἐγὼ ἐμαυτὸν οὐ λογίζομαι κατειληφέναι· ἓν δέ, τὰ μὲν ὀπίσω ἐπιλανθανόμενος τοῖς δὲ ἔμπροσθεν ἐπεκτεινόμενος, 14κατὰ σκοπὸν διώκω εἰς τὸ βραβεῖον τῆς ἄνω κλήσεως τοῦ θεοῦ ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ. 
Step #6:  Consider parallel/supporting passages from elsewhere in Scripture


Why is this step important?


Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  30 minutes


Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14

How might the passages below help us understand our text?


1 Timothy 1:12-14


1 Corinthians 15:50-52

Step #7:  Check reliable commentaries to see what text has meant to others

Why is this step important?

Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  1 hour

Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14

“Paul gives a remarkable description of the Christian life as a constant and never-finished straining forward toward that which God’s grace holds out to the believer in Christ….The picture is that of a runner competing for a prize, all tensed and concentrated energy….The whole Christian life moves toward the full realization of the ‘hope that belongs to your call.’” (Martin Franzmann, Concordia Self-Study Commentary, 197) 

Step #8:  Narrow down all the information gained so as to focus the sermon on the main thoughts of this text on this particular Sunday of the church year for this particular gathering of God’s people (text analysis)
The students I teach are taught to put down on paper a malady (a concise statement of where this text cuts us), a telic note (the beating gospel heart of the text), a propositional statement (a sentence that shows how the malady and telic note relate to the hearers), and a purpose statement (a sentence that speaks of what you pray the Holy Spirit will accomplish in the hearts and lives of his people through the preaching of this sermon).
Why is this step important?

Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  1 hour

Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14

Malady:  allowing what’s past to discourage us from pursuing eagerly our heavenly crown
Telic note:  the glory of the heavenly crown won for us gives us the focus to pursue that prize with zeal

Propositional statement:  Pride and despair over the past wants to sap our strength to strive for the crown already won for us, but that high calling in Christ is the greatest goal worth pursuing.

Purpose statement:  I pray the Holy Spirit moves my hearers and me to so delight in the crown of eternal life waiting for us that our hearts and lives give evidence that this is our #1 focus.

 Step #9:  Develop a basic (theme and parts) and expanded outline
Why is this step important?

Approximate amount of time spent on this step:  2 hours

 Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14


This is not yet available – your help will be appreciated!

Step #10:  Write and carefully revise a complete manuscript of the sermon


Why is this step important?


Approximate amount of time spent on this step: 3 hours


Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14



Sorry….not yet available!

Step #11:  Commit the manuscript to memory so that it can be preached with a minimum reference to notes of any kind


Why is this step important?


Approximate amount of time spent on this step: 3 hours


Concrete example from Philippians 3:8-14

You are invited…if you like being bored…to sit and watch me do this next Saturday and Sunday!
Looking Ahead to Lesson #5 

Next week we will use what we have spoken about the first four weeks to evaluate the sermon we just heard on Philippians 3:8-14!  Honest feedback will be appreciated (at least by my new self!).
Until then, pray for God’s blessing on the preperation and preaching of the sermon!

