[image: image1.jpg]


 He who has ears 
let him hear! Matthew 11:15

 A Bible study designed to help hearers define faithful preaching so they can listen with more informed ears and provide more informed feedback
Lesson #5 – March 21, 2010
“They examined…if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11).

How would I evaluate today’s sermon?
Review

As we wait to get started this morning, read through the summary statements from our first four lessons.  Note any questions you would still like to ask from those lessons.



From Lesson #1:  (What is the purpose and power of preaching?)
Preaching has faith goals (appropriation) and life goals (application).
The power to accomplish those goals is found in the Word’s twofold message of law (as it reveals sin, warns, and directs) and gospel (as it comforts and empowers).
Since God is most concerned about hearts that trust him and since only his love can empower true fruits of faith, it is critical that the gospel have a general predominance in our preaching.
While teaching and preaching have much in common, teaching will learn more toward information (giving us what we need to know from God’s Word) while preaching leans more toward persuasion (moving us to trust and live what I know from that Word).  
From Lesson #2: (What would Scripture call a good sermon?)
God’s Word is always at work supernaturally (the power of the Holy Spirit is at work) and psychologically (it appeals to intellect, emotion, and will) at the same time.
While preaching is always more than good communication, it should not be less.  As with all good communication meant to persuade, three key elements the Spirit can use to accomplish his purposes are the message’s content (logos), its emotional appeal (pathos) and the trust factor that exists between preacher and hearers (ethos).
A wise pastor remembers that only the Holy Spirit can lead hearts to believe and live what has been shared, but he also knows that he wants to use every gift God has given him to deliver the Spirit’s message with clarity, passion, and integrity.

From Lesson #3: How do pastors select portions of Scripture for preaching?

Pastors carefully select portions of Scripture on which to preach (texts) so as to feed a balanced diet of the whole counsel of God to the sheep entrusted to their care.

There are basically four methods pastors could use to select a text:  1) selecting random texts from week to week by the needs of the congregation; 2) choosing a series of texts to follow for several weeks to develop a topic/doctrine; 3) dividing up books of the Bible into texts and preaching through that book week by week; and 4) preaching from one of the predetermined set of readings (pericopes) that follow the season by season and week by week emphases of the church year.

While there is no divinely sanctioned method of text selection, most Lutherans preach from a pericope and observe the church year since it keeps the focus on Christ, both his life for us and our life empowered by him.
From Lesson #4: How do pastors get ready to preach? 
At seminary our pastors are encouraged to spend an hour of preparation time for every minute in the pulpit.

While some parts of preparation time shorten with experience, congregations are wise to guard carefully their pastors’ time to devote to the Word of God and prayer.

Pastors are wise to spend hours devoted to studying their text in context and in the original languages of Scripture and in putting together a clear and logical sermon that they can deliver freely without excessive use of written notes.
Introduction

Read Acts 17:10-12.   How does Luke, the inspired author, help us to understand what our role is as we listen to preaching?

It is just such eager and discerning listening that we want to practice today as we examine what we heard this morning in worship.  
Using What We Have Discussed to Evaluate Today’s Sermon
Using What We Learned in Lesson #1


Was the dominant emphasis of today’s sermon on faith goals or life goals?

Considering where we are in the church year, why was that a bit surprising?

Where did you find the law functioning in the sermon this morning as a mirror (showing us our sin), as a curb (warning us away from sin), and as a guide (giving us new direction)?  
Where did you find the gospel functioning in the sermon this morning as comfort/forgiveness and as power for living? 

What would lead you to say whether the gospel did or didn’t have a general predominance in today’s sermon?

Using What We Learned in Lesson #2


Was this sermon aimed primarily at our intellect, emotion, or will?  

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the logos (content) of the sermon.  Logos-type questions to consider: Was there enough background and explanation of the text?  Were you given too much information?  Were you given insufficient information?  Did anything lead you to say, “How can he defend that statement from Scripture?”
Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the pathos (emotion) of the sermon.  Pathos-type questions to consider: Did anything in the sermon or its delivery lead you to think “This must really be important!” Did anything in the sermon or its delivery lead you to think, “I don’t know if this really matters!”?

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the ethos (trust between preacher and hearers) of the sermon.  Ethos-type questions to consider:  From his life and his preaching did this appear to be the genuine conviction of the preacher or did something make it seem a bit artificial?   

Here’s a question that intersects all three (logos, pathos, and ethos):  could you see your life in this sermon?  Why or why not?


Using What We Learned from Lesson #3

The preacher will share with us the reasons he focused on only the last part of the second lesson!


Open Question and Answer Time About the Sermon
Looking Ahead to Lesson #6 

Next week we will finish up by considering how we can be better listeners to sermons and offer more helpful feedback to those preaching.  
