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 He who has ears 
let him hear! Matthew 11:15

 A Bible study designed to help hearers define faithful preaching so they can listen with more informed ears and provide more informed feedback
Lesson #6 – March 28, 2010
“They received the message with…eagerness” (Acts 17:11).

How can I be a better listener and give better feedback?
Review

As we wait to get started this morning, read through the summary statements from our first four lessons (lesson five was a discussion of last week’s sermon).  Note any questions you would still like to ask.



From Lesson #1:  (What is the purpose and power of preaching?)
Preaching has faith goals (appropriation) and life goals (application).
The power to accomplish those goals is found in the Word’s twofold message of law (as it reveals sin, warns, and directs) and gospel (as it comforts and empowers).
Since God is most concerned about hearts that trust him and since only his love can empower true fruits of faith, it is critical that the gospel have a general predominance in our preaching.
While teaching and preaching have much in common, teaching will learn more toward information (giving us what we need to know from God’s Word) while preaching leans more toward persuasion (moving us to trust and live what I know from that Word).  
From Lesson #2: (What would Scripture call a good sermon?)
God’s Word is always at work supernaturally (the power of the Holy Spirit is at work) and psychologically (it appeals to intellect, emotion, and will) at the same time.
While preaching is always more than good communication, it should not be less.  As with all good communication meant to persuade, three key elements the Spirit can use to accomplish his purposes are the message’s content (logos), its emotional appeal (pathos) and the trust factor that exists between preacher and hearers (ethos).
A wise pastor remembers that only the Holy Spirit can lead hearts to believe and live what has been shared, but he also knows that he wants to use every gift God has given him to deliver the Spirit’s message with clarity, passion, and integrity.

From Lesson #3: How do pastors select portions of Scripture for preaching?

Pastors carefully select portions of Scripture on which to preach (texts) so as to feed a balanced diet of the whole counsel of God to the sheep entrusted to their care.

There are basically four methods pastors could use to select a text:  1) selecting random texts from week to week by the needs of the congregation; 2) choosing a series of texts to follow for several weeks to develop a topic/doctrine; 3) dividing up books of the Bible into texts and preaching through that book week by week; and 4) preaching from one of the predetermined set of readings (pericopes) that follow the season by season and week by week emphases of the church year.

While there is no divinely sanctioned method of text selection, most Lutherans preach from a pericope and observe the church year since it keeps the focus on Christ, both his life for us and our life empowered by him.
From Lesson #4: How do pastors get ready to preach? 
At seminary our pastors are encouraged to spend an hour of preparation time for every minute in the pulpit.

While some parts of preparation time shorten with experience, congregations are wise to guard carefully their pastors’ time to devote to the Word of God and prayer.

Pastors are wise to spend hours devoted to studying their text in context and in the original languages of Scripture and in putting together a clear and logical sermon that they can deliver freely without excessive use of written notes.
Introduction

In 1959, Richard Caemmerer wrote a book (published by Concordia Publishing House) entitled Preaching for the Church.  What do you think he was trying to emphasize by entitling his book Preaching for the Church rather than calling it Preaching to the Church (although that certainly is happening as well)?
Part One:  Being a Better Listener to Your Sermon
Ways to Prepare Before You Arrive at Worship 
How might each of these suggestions prove a blessing for hearing the sermon on Sunday morning with ears that are more ready to listen?
Suggestion #1:  During the week, read through the lessons in context (chapter or book) for the upcoming Sunday. (The Christian Worship Supplement three year series of lessons is  attached to this Bible study.)
Suggestion #2:  During the week, pray for whoever it will be who will speak your sermon that Sunday.  Ask that God might give him wisdom as he studies the text and zeal to proclaim its message boldly and faithfully.

Here is a prayer you could use (or simply compose your own ex corde!).


Lord God, revealed in the preaching of Jesus



at the seashore,



in the city and highway,



in home and upper room,



in synagogue and temple,



in mountain and wilderness,



to sick and despondent,



to sinner and outcast,



to soldier and ruler,



to alien and pilgrim,



to rich and poor;


Because you have commanded us



to preach your gospel to the nations,



to shout it from the housetops,



to speak it in the light,



to bring your peace to all,



to announce the coming of your kingdom:


We pray you,



use our ministers of the Word



to speak judgment and



to proclaim forgiveness of sins



for the salvation of many.  Amen.

(This prayer is from Lutheran Book of Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, 1970.) 
Suggestion #3:  On Saturday, pray that God might gather many of his sheep (including his “other sheep”) to hear the Word proclaimed.

Here are some prayers you could use (or simply compose your own ex corde!).
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon your people, O Lord, and make ready our hearts to hear and keep your holy word that in the communion of your congregation we may rightly sanctify your holy day and through your Word with all your saints come to eternal blessedness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as we come together to worship you in spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that you will open our hearts to the preaching of your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear us for his sake.  Amen

(These first two prayers are taken from Daily Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, 1986.)

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

(These two prayers are taken from Christian Worship.)

Lord God, revealed to Moses in a burning bush, to Israel in a cloudy pillar, to Isaiah on a lofty throne:  help us in our worship to stand before you as on holy ground, seek the company of your grace, hear and obey the voice of your Word.  Remove from us all hindrances to proper confession and forgiveness, to attentive hearing and obedience, to sincere praise and thanksgiving, that we may go forth with your benediction; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
Remember, O Lord, our congregation,

Your people,


who are nothing without you,


who need the Word of your forgiveness,


who need comfort and solace,


who need healing and help,


who need courage and strength,


who need counsel and guidance,


who need food and shelter,


who need correction and admonition,


who need acceptance and assurance,


who need zeal and a willing mind,


who need example and direction,


who need charity and goodness,


who need humility and honesty,


who need liberty and peace,


who need wisdom and insight,


who need faith and hope,


who need love and joy,

For we are your people gathered by your Spirit around your Spirit around Word and sacraments, that we may be scattered to share your love through Christ, our Lord.  Amen

(These two prayers are from Lutheran Book of Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, 1970.) 
Suggestion #4: Guard your pastor’s time by working together to make the most of all the talents and gifts God has given to all his royal priests.  

Suggestion #5:  Encourage your pastor (and all called workers) to pursue spiritual and professional growth through continuing education and work to make sure time and resources are made available to your pastor to do so.
Suggestion #6:  Get a good night’s sleep the night before worship!

Suggestion #7:  What have you found helpful? 
Ways to Get More Out of the Sermon Once You Are in Worship
How might each of these suggestions prove a blessing for hearing the sermon on Sunday morning with ears that are more ready to listen?
Suggestion #1:  Pray as you enter worship that you may worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:24) rather than offering him the “sacrifice of fools” (Ecclesiastes 5:1).

Suggestion #2:  Try to arrive early enough to read through at least the Hymn of the Day (the hymn before the sermon) – and the lessons if you didn’t have an opportunity to do so before.

Suggestion #3:  Expect to be edified by the sermon, not entertained.  Expect to understand the meaning of the sermon text and its setting better after the “amen” is spoken than before.
Suggestion #4:  Expect to be made uncomfortable by the law – refuse to turn away without pondering where your heart/life gives evidence of the problem of sin that the text is addressing.
Suggestion #5:  Expect to be comforted and empowered by the gospel – look for how the sermon is revealing to you the merciful love of God in Christ.
Suggestion #6:  Ponder how what you are hearing wants to change how you think and live.
Suggestion #7:  Remember that you are listening with two ears, one for yourself, and one for anyone who may ask “you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15).

Suggestion #8:  What have you found helpful?
Part Two:  Offering Informed Feedback to Your Sermon’s Preacher
Look back at the expectations listed under suggestions #3 through #8 above.  What criteria would this suggest for when you would speak words of thanks or words of concern to your preacher?

Why does the one who preaches your sermon want and need your feedback? (OK…OK…his sinful nature doesn’t want your feedback any more than your sinful nature likes sermons, but his new self does want and need your feedback!  So, be sure to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15).)
