APPENDIX E

PARTICIPANTS' STUDY GUIDE FOR

"HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD!"

SESSION ONE: GOD'S POWERFUL WORD

Opening Introductions


Introduce yourself to those seated near you and share with them the approximate number of sermons you have listened to so far in your life.

Agree or Disagree
Share your responses with the group.

A  D
No one ever taught me how to listen to a sermon.

A  D
I often sit and listen to twenty minute lectures outside of church.

A  D
Some sermons touch my heart more than they touch my mind.

A  D
A good sermon makes me think hard about life, faith, God, etc.

A  D
I have counted bricks on the church wall during a sermon.

A  D
I can remember the book and chapter of last Sunday's sermon.

A  D
Sometimes I can remember the sermon weeks after I heard it.

A  D
Sometimes I forget the sermon by Monday night.

A  D
I'm pretty good at getting the message of a sermon.

A  D
Pastor Zimmerman is a fabulous preacher!

A Prayer for Those who Listen to Sermons

The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23)  

Hearing the Word of the Lord


Tell what you know about seeds.  How can tiny seeds produce, "a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown"?


Why does the same seed from the same sower produce different results in different soils, that is, different hearers of God's word?

List some hopes that members of the class have for their time in this course.

Some hopes Pastor Zimmerman has for us:


1. Better ____________________ for sermon listening.


2. More ____________ listening to the sermon.


3. Increased ability to ________________ the sermon through the week.


4. Increased ability to "____________" with the preacher.


5. Heightened awareness of opportunities to __________ the lessons of a sermon.

The Power to Save (Romans 10:1-17)

Hearing and Saving Faith

Paul wants all people, and especially the Jews, to be saved (see verse 1).  Why are the Jews, or other unbelievers, not saved? (see verses 3, 5)

Where does saving faith come from? (see verses 14-17)

What force does God use to turn our hearts into "good soil"?

The Power for Christian Living (2 Timothy 3:14-17)

Hearing and the Christian Life

Christians, and especially Lutherans, are known as "people of the word."  What does that mean to you?


Discuss and define the following from 2 Timothy 3:



teaching



rebuking



correcting



training in righteousness



good works


What is your prayer for the work of God's word in your life?

God's Word Spoken and Heard in the Sermon


Read together Isaiah 55:10-11.  What is God's promise?


The Lutheran Confessions say:


[W]hen the Word of God is preached, pure and unalloyed according to God's command and will, and when the people diligently and earnestly listen to and meditate on it, God is certainly present with his grace and gives what man is unable by his own powers to take or to give... The Word which is heard and preached is an office and work of the Holy Spirit, whereby he assuredly is potent and active in our hearts.  (Formula of Concord, SD, II, 55-56)


What does God do when his word is proclaimed?


What role does the preacher play?


How about the listeners?  What role do they play in the sermon?

Applying the Lesson

What should I expect from God in a sermon?


What should I expect from the preacher as he prepares and delivers the sermon?


What should I expect from myself as I listen to the sermon?

SESSION TWO: THE SERMON AND HOW IT WORKS
Opening Devotion and Prayer

Summary and Clarifications from Last Session

What Was He Thinking When He Wrote That Sermon?

Every sermon has a ________.  


Faith goals seek reliance on the grace of God.



1. A call to ____________________.  (Acts 2:37-39; Psalm 32)



2. The __________________ of salvation.  (Ephesians 2:8-9; 3:14-21)



3. ______________ over doubts.  (Mark 9:14-29; Matthew 14:22-33)


Life goals seek change in behavior.



1. Living by the law of ________.  (Romans 13:8-10; Luke 6:27-35)



2. Engaging in spiritual ______________.  (Romans 7:14-25; 










Ephesians 6:10-20)



3. Producing __________.  (John 15:1-17)

Every sermon, therefore, addresses a ____________.


1. Temptation to sin, because it



__________________ from God (faith goals); (Genesis 3) and



hinders a life of love and __________________ (life goals). 










(Romans 7:14-25)


2. The reality of spiritual death, because it



leaves us in ________________ (faith goals); (1 Peter 2:8-9) and



makes us ____________ to please God (life goals). (Romans 3:9-20)


3. The power of the devil, the world and our flesh, because they



tempt us to __________ in ourselves (faith goals); (Romans 10:1-5) and



tempt us to ________ ourselves first (life goals). (Matthew 19:16-22)

And every Christian sermon has a __________ to accomplish the goals.  It's the good news from God that conquers the malady I face and is also the power to attain what I cannot accomplish on my own.


The means in a Christian sermon is



the ____________  ________  of  ____________, the ____________.

God's Law and God's Gospel in the Sermon
God's Word of Law


1. Reveals God's holiness, that is, his ____________________.


2. Reflects the sinner's ________  ____________________.


3. Announces God's ______________________.

God's Word of Gospel


1. Reveals God's mercy, his ____________________  ________.


2. Indicates God's ______________ to the sinner's problem.


3. Announces God's ________________, because of Christ!



LAW




GOSPEL



______ news



________ news



We are ________


We are __________



________-righteous


____________-righteous



Makes me ______, ______

Makes me ________



Weight is on ____


Weight is on ______



Obedience to ______________
Faith in ________________



__________________ sin

____________ sin



Leads to __________


Leads to ________

Gospel Imperatives in the Sermon


Changed behavior is not ______  ____  ______________ the saving love of Christ. (Ephesians 2:8-9)


Changed behavior, often suggested in the sermon, is the ____________ of the saving love of Christ.


The saving love of Christ transforms ordinary people into




__________________________  ________________!










(Ephesians 2:10)

Cross and Glory


Why is it that even the most devout Christians experience financial troubles, broken relationships, life-ending illness, and all the other troubles of life?


What is hope?  For what do we hope?


Read Romans 8:18.  Why do we Christians gather around God's word week after week after week until Jesus returns?

Sermon Structure and Sermon Development

Every sermon is an experience in time, organized in a sequence.  A sermon has a beginning, a middle, and an end.  Listening to a sermon is like taking a journey along the route of the sequence of ideas that lead from one idea to the next.  That's a sermon's structure.


Idea


Idea


Idea


Conclusion


  (
(
(
  (
(
(
  (
(
(
  (

Along the way each idea is pondered and fleshed out.  That's a sermon's development.  Different ideas are developed in different ways and for different amounts of time.
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Varieties of Sermon Structures

Each week, the preacher will select from a wide variety of different structures that will lead the listeners on a different journey.  


Propositional Structures present a central teaching that is delivered to listeners in a logical order.  A propositional structure might follow one of these outlines.


Definition

A topic is explained by describing its particulars:



Baptism is a work of God...




A. that he commands




B. for the forgiveness of sins




C. and the gift of the Holy Spirit




D. who gives the gift of faith




E. and assurance of new life and salvation.


Problem/Solution

The preacher leads the listeners to understand a problem caused by sin, and then shows the gospel resolution to the problem.



A. Living in harmony with others is hard because of our self-centered 




nature.



B. Christ's selfless sacrifice for our sin offers us forgiveness that 

overflows in our love/grace relationships with one another.


Question Answered

A difficult question is posed, various solutions are examined and found wanting, and a gospel solution is offered.



Question: How should we present God's plan of salvation to the lost?



First False Answer: Tell people that all are welcome to God's family, but 




don't scare them away with talk of sin and guilt.



Second False Answer: Challenge people with the many burdens and 




responsibilities of Christians.



Gospel-based Answer: Share the free gift of grace in Christ that fulfills the 




demands of the law we could never meet.


Textual Structures follow the leading of the biblical text to present the ideas of the sermon.


Verse-by-Verse

Each verse or natural cluster of verses in a text is explained according to a consistent theme and message that ties them together.



Psalm 130



Verses 1-2: Awareness of my sin makes me call to God for mercy.



Verses 3-4: Unexplainably and undeservedly, God offers forgiveness!



Verses 5-6: I learn to live day by day in expectation of his mercy.



Verses 7-8: I invite all who will hear to enjoy God's grace with me.


Narrative

The story of the text is the core structure of the sermon.  The story may be fully told without interruption.  The listeners are left to draw the conclusions the story intends.  



(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((





Story


The story might also be interrupted once or more for explanation and application by the preacher.  



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


     Story             Explanation           Story                 Explanation

Or the story might be preceded by an explanatory introduction, concluded with a life application, or framed by both introduction and application.



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


Introduction           Story



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


     Story             Application



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


Introduction           Story                 Application


Dynamic Structures are designed to lead listeners on a dynamic experience as they hear the sermon.  The ebbs and flows and the highs and lows of the sermon experience help the hearers gain insight into God's work in their lives.

Law then Gospel

A. How the text and life experiences of hearers indicate our need for God's grace.


B. How God's intervention in Christ answers our great need.

Narrative Loop

One preacher, Eugene Lowry, suggests the use of a narrative structure for sermons that follows a four point dynamic pattern.


A. Conflict


B. Complication


C. Sudden Shift


D. Unfolding

                                             Conflict




Unfolding

                                                         Complication





Sudden Shift

Imagistic


An object or a piece of art is used as a focus for meditation and reflection throughout the sermon.  The image might or might not undergo a change during the sermon.  Multiple images might also be presented in sequence.

A. A small stone seems insignificant and useless, as insignificant as one lowly 

life.


B.  But a small stone in David's sling, by God's power, killed a giant.

C. And a small stone in my pocket reminds me of Christ's resurrection power in 

me 
and at work in my single, humble life.

Sermon Development

Each idea of the sermon is developed fully before moving on to the next idea.  A sermon, like a symphony, is a series of these movements, the development of ideas brought together in an ordered sequence.  Preachers use a variety of methods to develop ideas.


Narration - A story that leads to a conclusion, the main emphasis of the sermon 


segment.


Serial Depiction - A series of examples presented in order to make a point.


Image - An image that is shown or described that creates an association for 


hearers.


Dialog - A conversation that leads to a conclusion.


Explanation - A logical, reasonable portrayal of an idea.

Liturgy and Lectionary


How does the liturgy help prepare us for the sermon?


In what way is the sermon itself an important part of the liturgy?


What are the advantages of lectionary preaching according to the church year 

calendar?

Applying the Lesson

How will an understanding of sermon construction help me as I listen?

SESSION THREE: BECOMING AN ACTIVE LISTENER

Opening Devotion: Matthew 13:9

Preparation for Hearing the Sermon
A Listener's Prayer


Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart 
that by patience and comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life.  Amen.  (LW, 156).


How might hearers of sermons pray for their pastor throughout the week?


How might hearers include worship and the sermon in their weekly prayers?

Preparatory Study


The following Sunday's sermon text is typically printed on the sermon outline page.  How else could a listener find out the text for the coming Sunday?


What might personal study in preparation for sermon listening look like?


Group study of the sermon text is currently available on Tuesdays at 9:00 AM and Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  What are the advantages of group study with the Pastor?

Preparation During Worship


How do each of the following elements of the liturgy help to prepare us for hearing God's word expounded in the sermon?


Invocation


Confession and Absolution


Hymn of Praise


Prayer of the Day


Scripture Readings


Hymn of the Day

Active Listening: Dialog with the Preacher

A sermon is always dialog with God.  His inspired word is proclaimed in our hearing, and we prayerfully respond to God while listening.


A sermon also has an element of dialog between preacher and people.  Their relationship through the week and through the years finds its expression in the sermons of the church.


It's traditional in many African American churches for the congregation to speak right out loud and give the preacher signals and clues about how their listening is progressing.  A vocal "Preach it!  Tell it, brother!" can be a signal to dwell on that point for a few more minutes.  A hearty "Amen!" can clue the preacher that the congregation understands and is ready for the next idea.


If well prepared and attentive listeners are engaged in the sermon as it is being preached, how can their active listening be like a dialog with the preacher?


What skills would it take to be that kind of an active listener to sermons?

Modes of Listening: Ethos, Logos, and Pathos
Three "Ears"


Centuries ago, Aristotle taught that there are three ways to hold the attention of those to whom we speak.  He called them ethos, logos, and pathos.


Ethos can be translated "character."   It refers to the way a speaker conveys himself to the listeners.  He wants to be recognized as someone who is trustworthy and authentic, someone who speaks with authority.  He portrays that in his voice, his expression, his gestures, and with his choice of words.  In the case of parish pastors, ethos is portrayed in the pastor's relationship with the people in their every encounter.


How important is it to me that the preacher is someone I can trust and relate to on a personal level?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important


Logos can be translated "word."  It refers to the choice of words and the presentation of those words by the speaker.  The content of the message, the way it is organized logically, and the conclusions the speaker presents, or expects the listeners to draw themselves, are all aspects of logos.


How important is it to me that the sermon be logically organized around clear and rational ideas?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important


Pathos can be translated "feeling."  It refers to the way the speaker communicates the emotions he is feeling, or the way he seeks to create an emotional response in the listeners.  The speaker recognizes that an emotional response to a message can make it more memorable and persuasive.


How important is it to me that the sermon touch me deeply and stir my emotions?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important

Aids to Memory


It's not uncommon for those who hear a sermon on Sunday to have a hard time remembering the sermon on Wednesday.  Here are samples of memory aids that some people have used to keep the sermon's message alive in their heart throughout the week.

Note Taking

Three kinds of notes are kept either on the outline sheet or in a notebook.  The first notes record significant things the preacher says that the listener wishes to remember.  The second are significant insights the listener has during the course of the sermon that she wants to reflect upon more at a later time.  A third set of notes are personal suggestions on how the listener might apply the lessons of the sermon to daily living.


How could note taking help assist my memory of the sermon?

Journaling

Another form of written memory aid is journaling.  A journal can be a diary of reflections upon the weekly sermon.  These reflections can be written into a journal on the same day as the sermon, and then added to through the week as continued reflection takes place.  A journal is a good way to observe growth in faith as a listener returns to notes and comments about sermons from months or years past.


How might journaling help in my memory and meditation on the sermon?

Conversation

A conversation with friends or family while the sermon is still fresh in mind can help reinforce the lessons and commit them to memory.  By verbalizing what was heard into short summary statements, the mind is forced to place the sermon deeper into the memory banks.


With whom could I have conversation about the sermon?  How could such a conversation help me remember the sermon?

Meditation on the Sermon


At the beginning of the course we read that Jesus compared the word of God to seeds cast upon the soil (Matthew 13).  God's word is planted in our hearts each time we listen attentively and prayerfully to the sermon.  Intentional, deliberate and prayerful meditation on the word planted helps those seeds take root in our lives.  The following questions can help guide meditation on a sermon.


What truths from God's word were presented in the sermon this week?


Where did I experience the judgment of God's law?


Where did I experience the healing grace of God's gospel?


What did I learn about God from this sermon?


What did I learn about God's activity in the world from this sermon?


What new insight did I gain from the sermon?


What knowledge or learning did this sermon reinforce?


How would I summarize this sermon in one sentence?


What could I do this week to show what I learned?

Applying the Lesson

Which ideas from this lesson will I try to implement to become a more active listener to sermons?


Which ideas from this lesson will I try to implement to better remember the lessons of the sermon?

APPENDIX F

LEADER'S ANNOTATED GUIDE FOR

"HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD!"

SESSION ONE: GOD'S POWERFUL WORD

Opening Introductions


Introduce yourself to those seated near you and share with them the approximate number of sermons you have listened to so far in your life.


Be sure that everyone is introduced and has a chance to share a brief summary of their sermon listening history.
Agree or Disagree

Use the statements and responses to stimulate discussion and introduce the topic of sermon listening.  Encourage some fun and humorous answers to build community within the class participants.  Remind the class that there are no right or wrong answers, just opinions.  When appropriate, mention that the topic will be discussed more fully in the course.

Share your responses with the group.

A  D
No one ever taught me how to listen to a sermon.

A  D
I often sit and listen to twenty minute lectures outside of church.

A  D
Some sermons touch my heart more than they touch my mind.

A  D
A good sermon makes me think hard about life, faith, God, etc.

A  D
I have counted bricks on the church wall during a sermon.

A  D
I can remember the book and chapter of last Sunday's sermon.

A  D
Sometimes I can remember the sermon weeks after I heard it.

A  D
Sometimes I forget the sermon by Monday night.

A  D
I'm pretty good at getting the message of a sermon.

A  D
Pastor Zimmerman is a fabulous preacher!

A Prayer for Those who Listen to Sermons


Offer an apening prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as the Lord's people study the word in this opening session.
The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23)  

Hearing the Word of the Lord


Spread a handful of seeds, such as popcorn or dried beans, across the table in front of the participants.  Encourage class members to pick them up and feel them.


Tell what you know about seeds.  How can tiny seeds produce, "a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown"?


Be sure that the miracle of God's work of growth, "each according to its kind" comes out in the discussion.  The power at work in the fields is the power of the Lord who brings life from that which is planted in the ground.

Why does the same seed from the same sower produce different results in different soils, that is, different hearers of God's word?


Help class members to struggle with the mystery of faith, that the same word produces different results, because, as is pointed out in the parable, different hearers have different responses to the word.
List some hopes that members of the class have for their time in this course.


Invite the participants to share why they accepted the invitation to attend this course.  What do they hope to gain, according to the way the class was advertised to them.  Affirm all answers.  If some expectations are beyond the scope of the course, mention to the group that those hopes may have to be addressed at another time.
Some hopes Pastor Zimmerman has for us:


1. Better ____PREPARATION_____ for sermon listening.


2. More __ACTIVE____ listening to the sermon.


3. Increased ability to ___REMEMBER_____ the sermon through the week.


4. Increased ability to "___DIALOG___" with the preacher.


5. Heightened awareness of opportunities to __APPLY___ the lessons of a sermon.

The Power to Save (Romans 10:1-17)

Hearing and Saving Faith

Paul wants all people, and especially the Jews, to be saved (see verse 1).  Why are the Jews, or other unbelievers, not saved? (see verses 3, 5)


Their hope for salvation was based on a self-righteousness based upon the fulfillment of the law by their own efforts.  Paul points out how this hope is always futile.  Hope of salvation is always based on the "righteousness that comes from God" (10:3).
Where does saving faith come from? (see verses 14-17)


Focus the attention of the group on verse 17, "faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ."

What force does God use to turn our hearts into "good soil"?


Point out that "the word of Christ" is the saving word of the gospel, the righteousness that comes by faith, of which Paul spoke earlier in the letter to the Romans.
The Power for Christian Living (2 Timothy 3:14-17)

Hearing and the Christian Life

Christians, and especially Lutherans, are known as "people of the word."  What does that mean to you?


Encourage the sharing of personal stories about the importance of the God's word in their own lives.  Point out ways that the word of God predominates in the worship, the preaching, the teaching and the witness of the congregation.

Discuss and define the following from 2 Timothy 3:


Use the contributions of the class members to quickly define the terms Paul writes about to Timothy.  Discuss briefly how each is an important work of God, through the word, in the life of a Christian.



teaching



rebuking



correcting



training in righteousness



good works


What is your prayer for the work of God's word in your life?


Encourage open discussion and affirm all positive responses by the class.  If time, ask how the word preached in the sermon can be a tool of the Holy Spirit to work his work in their lives.

God's Word Spoken and Heard in the Sermon


Read together Isaiah 55:10-11.  What is God's promise?


Be sure that participants recognize how this passage teaches that God brings his word to our ears for a purpose, and it is a powerful word that works the work for which it is sent.

The Lutheran Confessions say:


Offer a brief explanation of why the Lutheran Confessions are important in the life of the church, then read the following passage for the group to consider.


[W]hen the Word of God is preached, pure and unalloyed according to God's command and will, and when the people diligently and earnestly listen to and meditate on it, God is certainly present with his grace and gives what man is unable by his own powers to take or to give... The Word which is heard and preached is an office and work of the Holy Spirit, whereby he assuredly is potent and active in our hearts.  (Formula of Concord, SD, II, 55-56)


What does God do when his word is proclaimed?


The office and work of the Holy Spirit, mentioned in the confessions, brings to mind the discussions from the previous sections: God works saving faith; he teaches, corrects, rebukes, etc.


What role does the preacher play?


If appropriate, this would be the appropriate place to discuss the two kinds of righteousness, God's working on the vertical plane through his means of grace, and God's working on the horizontal plane, through the efforts of the preacher in writing and delivering a sermon.  Note the emphasis from the Formula, "preached, pure and unalloyed according to God's command and will."


How about the listeners?  What role do they play in the sermon?


Note from the Formula, “when the people diligently and earnestly listen to and meditate on it.”  At this point, summarize the intention of this course of study, that listeners to sermons would be better equipped for their tasks in listening.

Applying the Lesson

What should I expect from God in a sermon?


Discuss and affirm all positive suggestions from the class.

What should I expect from the preacher as he prepares and delivers the sermon?


Discuss and affirm all positive suggestions from the class.

What should I expect from myself as I listen to the sermon?


Discuss and affirm all positive suggestions from the class.
SESSION TWO: THE SERMON AND HOW IT WORKS
Opening Devotion and Prayer


Read and discuss Matthew 13:10-17.  What a privilege for the disciples, and for us, to have the revelation of the secrets of the kingdom!  
Summary and Clarifications from Last Session


Briefly review the topic of the first session and answer any questions that remain.
What Was He Thinking When He Wrote That Sermon?


Help the participants to fill in the blanks in their study guides and discuss the following topics.

Every sermon has a __GOAL__.  


Set on the table a toy action figure, or a doll, representing a person.  Emphasize to the class that God's work in history is his work in the lives of people.  When Christ returns, he is coming for the people; everything else will be destroyed.  The goal of a sermon is changed lives.  Use the doll throughout this section to remind people that God is at work through his word making disciples of Jesus Christ.


Delineate for the class the difference between faith goals and life goals.


Faith goals seek reliance on the grace of God.



1. A call to __REPENTANCE________. (Acts 2:37-39; Psalm 32)



2. The ___CERTAINTY_____ of salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-9; 3:14-21)



3. __VICTORY_____ over doubts. (Mark 9:14-29; Matthew 14:22-33)


Life goals seek change in behavior.



1. Living by the law of __LOVE__. (Romans 13:8-10; Luke 6:27-35)



2. Engaging in spiritual __WARFARE_____. (Romans 7:14-25; 










Ephesians 6:10-20)



3. Producing _ FRUIT___. (John 15:1-7)

Every sermon, therefore, addresses a _MALADY_____.


Define "malady" as the deficiency that exists in all people, the difficulties and challenges we face because of our fallen, sinful nature.  Hold up for the class a medical thermometer.  Illustrate with the doll that disciples of Jesus must be regularly diagnosed for their maladies.  Preachers preach with maladies in mind.


1. Temptation to sin, because it



__SEPARATES_______ from God (faith goals); (Genesis 3) and



hinders a life of love and ___OBEDIENCE______ (life goals). 










(Romans 7:14-25)


2. The reality of spiritual death, because it



leaves us in __DARKNESS______ (faith goals); (1 Peter 2:8-9) and



makes us __UNABLE____ to please God (life goals). (Romans 3:9-20)


3. The power of the devil, the world and our flesh, because they



tempt us to __TRUST___ in ourselves (faith goals); (Romans 10:1-5) and



tempt us to _LOVE___ ourselves first (life goals). (Matthew 19:16-22)


Hold up a medicine bottle and place it beside the doll and the thermometer.  When discussing the means of the sermon, explain that sermons address the malady in the listeners by presenting God's means of healing, restoration and cure, the gospel of Christ.
And every Christian sermon has a _MEANS____ to accomplish the goals.  It's the good news from God that conquers the malady I face and is also the power to attain what I cannot accomplish on my own.


The means in a Christian sermon is



the _SAVING____  __LOVE__  of  __CHRIST___, the __GOSPEL___.


Explain the origin and use of Mount Calvary's Mission Statement, "At Mount Calvary we share the saving love of Christ, that transforms ordinary people into extraordinary servants."  Our mission is the presentation of the gospel, God's power for salvation and transformation.
God's Law and God's Gospel in the Sermon
God's Word of Law


Show the class a hammer.  Explain how a hammer, while a useful tool, wields a mighty and painful blow and is often used first for demolition.  Use the following notes to lead a discussion on the uses of God's law in a sermon.


1. Reveals God's holiness, that is, his __PERFECTION______.


2. Reflects the sinner's _LIFE___  __PREDICAMENT______.


3. Announces God's __DISPLEASURE_______.

God's Word of Gospel


Show the class a tube of medicated ointment or anti-bacterial cream.  Explain how the gospel works a different work than the law.  Instead of tearing down, it builds up and heals.  Use the following notes to lead a discussion on the work of the gospel in a sermon.


1. Reveals God's mercy, his _UNDESERVED______  _LOVE__.


2. Indicates God's __SOLUTION___ to the sinner's problem.


3. Announces God's __PLEASURE____, because of Christ!
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GOSPEL



_BAD_ news



_GOOD__ news



We are _LOST__


We are _FOUND___



_SELF__-righteous


__CHRIST___-righteous



Makes me _SAD_, _MAD_

Makes me _GLAD__



Weight is on _ME_


Weight is on _GOD_



Obedience to _COMMANDS__
Faith in _PROMISES____



__MULTIPLIES____ sin

_ERASES___ sin



Leads to _DEATH__


Leads to _LIFE__

Gospel Imperatives in the Sermon


Conclude the discussion of law and gospel by explaining how the gospel is the power of God to enable us to live lives of Christian obedience and service.  The law then serves Christians as guide for living in response to the gospel's saving grace.


Changed behavior is not _HOW_  _WE_  _ATTAIN____ the saving love of Christ. (Ephesians 2:8-9)


Changed behavior, often suggested in the sermon, is the _RESULT___ of the saving love of Christ.


The saving love of Christ transforms ordinary people into




_  EXTRAORDINARY____  _ SERVANTS___!










(Ephesians 2:10)

Cross and Glory


Why is it that even the most devout Christians experience financial troubles, broken relationships, life-ending illness, and all the other troubles of life?


Lead a discussion about the problem of suffering in a fallen world.  While we journey through this life by faith, because we live in a world that is broken, even Christians must endure hardship.  Indicate how preachers keep this reality in mind when they prepare to preach.  They recognize that the members of the congregation are, to greater or lesser degrees, bearing the burden of life's hardships.


What is hope?  For what do we hope?


Hope has been described as "the feeling you have that the feeling you have will get better."  Christian hope is the confidence that despite the sufferings of this life, God has in store for us glories beyond imagination.  If there is time, consider a brief reflection on Romans 5:1-5, the hope of glory.

Read Romans 8:18.  Why do we Christians gather around God's word week after week after week until Jesus returns?


We gather to be confirmed in our hope in Christ.  We can live for a time without food, without water, and even for a short time without air, but we cannot live without hope.  Explain how Christian preaching is preaching of the cross of Christ that gives hope while we bear the crosses of this life.  We do not preach methods or principles to live by that promise glory in this life.
Sermon Structure and Sermon Development

Use the following notes to explain the process by which preacher's determine a sermon’s structure and development so that listeners will be more able to listen actively to a sermon as it progresses through its various moves.


Help the participants to understand the difference between viewing a painting and listening to a symphony.  A visual experience happens in a brief moment, but an auditory experience unfolds over time.  A movement of a symphony builds on the previous and transitions toward the next in order to make it's full impact after the last movement.  A sermon is like a symphony.  It's an auditory journey.


Every sermon is an experience in time, organized in a sequence.  A sermon has a beginning, a middle, and an end.  Listening to a sermon is like taking a journey along the route of the sequence of ideas that lead from one idea to the next.  That's a sermon's structure.
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Idea


Conclusion
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Along the way each idea is pondered and fleshed out.  That's a sermon's development.  Different ideas are developed in different ways and for different amounts of time.
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Varieties of Sermon Structures

Briefly review a variety of sermon structures, but make it clear to the class that the intention is awareness of different structures, not the ability to necessarily identify a structure.  Use the example of preachers listening to other preachers and doing so much analysis that they fail to hear the sermon.


Each week, the preacher will select from a wide variety of different structures that will lead the listeners on a different journey.  


Propositional Structures present a central teaching that is delivered to listeners in a logical order.  A propositional structure might follow one of these outlines.


Definition

A topic is explained by describing its particulars:



Baptism is a work of God...




A. that he commands




B. for the forgiveness of sins




C. and the gift of the Holy Spirit




D. who gives the gift of faith




E. and assurance of new life and salvation.


Problem/Solution

The preacher leads the listeners to understand a problem caused by sin, and then shows the gospel resolution to the problem.


A. Living in harmony with others is hard because of our self-centered nature.

B. Christ's selfless sacrifice for our sin offers us forgiveness that overflows 



in our love/grace relationships with one another.


Question Answered

A difficult question is posed, various solutions are examined and found wanting, and a gospel solution is offered.



Question: How should we present God's plan of salvation to the lost?



First False Answer: Tell people that all are welcome to God's family, but 




don't scare them away with talk of sin and guilt.



Second False Answer: Challenge people with the many burdens and 




responsibilities of Christians.



Gospel-based Answer: Share the free gift of grace in Christ that fulfills the 




demands of the law we could never meet.


Textual Structures follow the leading of the biblical text to present the ideas of the sermon.


Verse-by-Verse

Each verse or natural cluster of verses in a text is explained according to a consistent theme and message that ties them together.



Psalm 130



Verses 1-2: Awareness of my sin makes me call to God for mercy.



Verses 3-4: Unexplainably and undeservedly, God offers forgiveness!



Verses 5-6: I learn to live day by day in expectation of his mercy.



Verses 7-8: I invite all who will hear to enjoy God's grace with me.


Narrative

The story of the text is the core structure of the sermon.  the story may be fully told without interruption.  The listeners are left to draw the conclusions the story intends.  



(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((





Story


The story might also be interrupted once or more for explanation and application by the preacher.  



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


     Story             Explanation           Story                 Explanation

Or the story might be preceded by an explanatory introduction, concluded with a life application, or framed by both introduction and application.



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


Introduction           Story



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


     Story             Application



((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


Introduction           Story                 Application


Dynamic Structures are designed to lead listeners on a dynamic experience as they hear the sermon.  The ebbs and flows and the highs and lows of the sermon experience help the hearers gain insight into God's work in their lives.

Law then Gospel

A. How the text and life experiences of hearers indicate our need for God's grace.


B. How God's intervention in Christ answers our great need.

Narrative Loop

One preacher, Eugene Lowry, suggests the use of a narrative structure for sermons that follows a four point dynamic pattern.


A. Conflict


B. Complication


C. Sudden Shift


D. Unfolding

                                             Conflict




Unfolding

                                                         Complication





Sudden Shift

Imagistic


An object or a piece of art is used as a focus for meditation and reflection throughout the sermon.  The image might or might not undergo a change during the sermon.  Multiple images might also be presented in sequence.

A. A small stone seems insignificant and useless, as insignificant as one lowly 

life.


B. But a small stone in David's sling, by God's power, killed a giant.


C. And a small stone in my pocket reminds me of Christ's resurrection power in 

      me 
and at work in my single, humble life.

Sermon Development

Again, briefly explain the variety of methods used to develop a sermon idea.  Listeners should be made aware of these techniques, but instructed not to try to overanalyze the sermon.


Each idea of the sermon is developed fully before moving on to the next idea.  A sermon, like a symphony, is a series of these movements, the development of ideas brought together in an ordered sequence.  Preachers use a variety of methods to develop ideas.


Narration - A story that leads to a conclusion, the main emphasis of the sermon 


segment.


Serial Depiction - A series of examples presented in order to make a point.


Image - An image that is shown or described that creates an association for 


hearers.


Dialog - A conversation that leads to a conclusion.


Explanation - A logical, reasonable portrayal of an idea.

Liturgy and Lectionary


How does the liturgy help prepare us for the sermon?


Highlight for the class some of the following aspects of the liturgy that help prepare listeners for their encounter with the Lord in the sermon.


Invocation: Our Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier has invited us to gather in his name that he might bless us, as he did first at our baptism.


Confession/Absolution: Humbled by the law, cleansed by the gospel, the grace relationship with God has been reaffirmed and reestablished, preparing us to hear again his word.


Hymn of Praise: We worship the Lord in response to his saving work of the past and in anticipation of future blessings.


Collect: We pray for his work in us and through us.


Scripture Readings: We begin our focus on the word by listening carefully to the lectionary readings and anticipating the exposition that comes in the sermon.


Hymn of the Day: Themes of the hymn often reflect themes that will be pursued in the sermon that follows.


Emphasize for the participants that active participation in the liturgy can be an invaluable aid to gaining the most from the sermon.

In what way is the sermon itself an important part of the liturgy?


Encourage the class to offer suggestions.  Affirm and expand those that recognize the sermon as one of the high points of the liturgy, along with the sacrament.
What are the advantages of lectionary preaching according to the church year calendar?


Review the cycle of the Church Year from Advent through Sunday of the Fulfillment and the one or three year cycle of readings as a balanced survey of scripture.

Applying the Lesson

How will an understanding of sermon construction help me as I listen?

SESSION THREE: BECOMING AN ACTIVE LISTENER

Opening Devotion: Matthew 13:9


Read the passage and encourage a brief discussion by the participants on what it means to be hearers of God's word.
Preparation for Hearing the Sermon
A Listener's Prayer


Read together the following prayer.  Ask participants if the prayer is familiar to them.


Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart 
that by patience and comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life.  Amen.  (LW, 156).


Invite a discussion on the importance of prayer before turning to God's word.  Emphasize how a vital and consistent prayer life is an important part of preparing to hear the word in the sermon.

How might hearers of sermons pray for their pastor throughout the week?


Review the important role of the pastor as an instrument of the Lord in service to the word.  Express how the prayers of the people and their encouragement through the week are important to the pastor during his time of preparation.  Remind the class of the essential role of the Holy Spirit in the proclamation of the word.

How might hearers include worship and the sermon in their weekly prayers?


Again, emphasize for the class that our gatherings for word and sacrament ministry are only beneficial to us because of the presence and the power of God.  We pray throughout the week for the working of the Spirit on Sunday because the Lord has commanded us to pray and promises to answer.  Worship is an encounter with the holy and as a central part of congregational life should be a focus of our prayers.
Preparatory Study


The following Sunday's sermon text is typically printed on the sermon outline page.  How else could a listener find out the text for the coming Sunday?


Tell the class that the church secretary always knows sermon texts some months in advance and would be more than happy to share them.  Also point out where the lectionary readings are listed in the front of the hymnal.

What might personal study in preparation for sermon listening look like?


Review some basics of personal Bible study and meditation such as repetitive reading throughout the week, quiet reflection and meditation with note taking, the use of study notes and cross references from a good study Bible or commentary.

Group study of the sermon text is currently available on Tuesdays at 9:00 AM and Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  What are the advantages of group study with the Pastor?


Listen to and affirm positive responses.  If regular participants from the Tuesday or Wednesday groups are present, allow them to share their insights.  Mention the benefit of hearing from the Pastor and fellow church members their understanding of the sermon text under study.

Preparation During Worship


How do each of the following elements of the liturgy help to prepare us for hearing God's word expounded in the sermon?


Review some of the suggestions from the previous  session and how they might be implemented on a practical level.


Invocation


Confession and Absolution


Hymn of Praise


Prayer of the Day


Scripture Readings


Hymn of the Day

Active Listening: Dialog with the Preacher

A sermon is always dialog with God.  His inspired word is proclaimed in our hearing, and we prayerfully respond to God while listening.


A sermon also has an element of dialog between preacher and people.  Their relationship through the week and through the years finds its expression in the sermons of the church.


It's traditional in many African American churches for the congregation to speak right out loud and give the preacher signals and clues about how their listening is progressing.  A vocal "Preach it!  Tell it, brother!" can be a signal to dwell on that point for a few more minutes.  A hearty "Amen!" can clue the preacher that the congregation understands and is ready for the next idea.


If well-prepared and attentive listeners are engaged in the sermon as it is being preached, how can their active listening be like a dialog with the preacher?


Share the example of reading a novel or watching a movie, where the reader or watcher is always anticipating the next scene, or wondering what surprise is coming next.  See if the participants can apply the same active listening to the sermon experience on Sunday.

What skills would it take to be that kind of an active listener to sermons?


Listen for and affirm any responses that consider any of the skills covered in the last session, such as an ability to differentiate law and gospel and their places in the sermon, or the recognition of a move from one idea to the next in a sermon's structure.
Modes of Listening: Ethos, Logos, and Pathos

Use this section to help participants begin to discover their preferred mode of listening to the sermon.  Emphasize that no one way is “better” than another, but that different listeners enter into the sermon through different aspects of the sermon’s construction and presentation.


Also encourage listeners to grow in appreciation for the two modes of listening that are not their preferred style.  Through participant conversation, have people with the different style preferences explain what it means to be a logos, ethos, or pathos listener.

Three "Ears"


Centuries ago, Aristotle taught that there are three ways to hold the attention of those to whom we speak.  He called them ethos, logos, and pathos.


Ethos can be translated "character."   It refers to the way a speaker conveys himself to the listeners.  He wants to be recognized as someone who is trustworthy and authentic, someone who speaks with authority.  He portrays that in his voice, his expression, his gestures, and with his choice of words.  In the case of parish pastors, ethos is portrayed in the pastor's relationship with the people in their every encounter.


How important is it to me that the preacher is someone I can trust and relate to on a personal level?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important


Logos can be translated "word."  It refers to the choice of words and the presentation of those words by the speaker.  The content of the message, the way it is organized logically, and the conclusions the speaker presents, or expects the listeners to draw themselves, are all aspects of logos.


How important is it to me that the sermon be logically organized around clear and rational ideas?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important


Pathos can be translated "feeling."  It refers to the way the speaker communicates the emotions he is feeling, or the way he seeks to create an emotional response in the listeners.  The speaker recognizes that an emotional response to a message can make it more memorable and persuasive.


How important is it to me that a sermon touches me deeply and stirs my emotions?



Not at all
Somewhat
Very

Extremely



important
important
important
important

Aids to Memory


Help the class participants to see the potential value in each of the suggested practices intended to assist with in the memory of sermons and their teaching.


It's not uncommon for those who hear a sermon on Sunday to have a hard time remembering the sermon on Wednesday.  Here are samples of memory aids that some people have used to keep the sermon's message alive in their heart throughout the week.

Note Taking

Three kinds of notes are kept either on the outline sheet or in a notebook.  The first notes record significant things the preacher says that the listener wishes to remember.  The second are significant insights the listener has during the course of the sermon that she wants to reflect upon more at a later time.  A third set of notes are personal suggestions on how the listener might apply the lessons of the sermon to daily living.


How could note taking help assist my memory of the sermon?

Journaling

Another form of written memory aid is journaling.  A journal can be a diary of reflections upon the weekly sermon.  These reflections can be written into a journal on the same day as the sermon, and then added to through the week as continued reflection takes place.  A journal is a good way to observe growth in faith as a listener returns to notes and comments about sermons from months or years past.


How might journaling help in my memory and meditation on the sermon?

Conversation

A conversation with friends or family while the sermon is still fresh in mind can help reinforce the lessons and commit them to memory.  By verbalizing what was heard into short summary statements, the mind is forced to place the sermon deeper into the memory banks.


With whom could I have conversation about the sermon?  How could such a conversation help me remember the sermon?

Meditation on the Sermon


Discuss the ancient practice of meditation on God’s word and the practical application of that practice for sermon listeners today.


At the beginning of the course we read that Jesus compared the word of God to seeds cast upon the soil (Matthew 13).  God's word is planted in our hearts each time we listen attentively and prayerfully to the sermon.  Intentional, deliberate and prayerful meditation on the word planted helps those seeds take root in our lives.  The following questions can help guide meditation on a sermon.


What truths from God's word were presented in the sermon this week?


Where did I experience the judgment of God's law?


Where did I experience the healing grace of God's gospel?


What did I learn about God from this sermon?


What did I learn about God's activity in the world from this sermon?


What new insight did I gain from the sermon?


What knowledge or learning did this sermon reinforce?


How would I summarize this sermon in one sentence?


What could I do this week to show what I learned?

Applying the Lesson

Which ideas from this lesson will I try to implement to become a more active listener to sermons?


Which ideas from this lesson will I try to implement to better remember the lessons of the sermon?
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