LESSON 1
THE WORLD OF THE BIBLE and

MAKING A BIBLE MAP (Step 1)

Throughout this course on Biblical background we will be studying some basic Bible history and geography,
along with the daily life and the customs of Biblical times.  In order to better understand the Bible we must first have a good grasp on the geography of Bible lands.  In this first lesson we want to lean about other countries surrounding the land of Israel, and start to make our own map of the Holy Land using a regular 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper, a pencil and a ruler.

At the end of this lesson you should be able to:

· Explain briefly in what way Israel lay in an important place in ancient times

· Give a short definition of the term “fertile crescent” and locate it

· Complete properly Step 1 of making a Bible map

A.  THE LAND OF ISRAEL AND THE WORLD AROUND IT

Although the earth is round, we can draw a fairly accurate map of it on a flat paper.  Pictured below is a small map of our world with continents numbered – 1. North America, 2. South America, 3. Europe, 4. Africa, 
5. Asia, and 6. Australia.  The large star shows where the land of Israel is.  Notice that Israel is strategically located between the continents of Europe, Africa and Asia.
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Map 1.  Israel’s location in the world

B.  ISRAEL AND THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST
In accordance with God’s plan and purpose, the nation of Israel was situated in a very important place.  The area in which Israel was located is commonly known today as the Near East.  Our next map gives us a closer picture 

of the Near East.  It reminds us that this area of the world was where most of the key events of early history took place.  It is probable that locations such as the Garden of Eden were once a part of this area.  It is in this area of the world that most of the events of the Bible took place.  Note that Israel is also at the center of the Near East.
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Map 2.  The Near East

On the map above, you can see quite clearly the names of the most important areas of Bible times.

MESOPOTAMIA (often referred to as the Cradle of Civilization) was where the powerful kingdoms of

Sumeria, Babylon, Assyria were.  EGYPT (the home of a very early civilization) was already a powerful

nation 2,000 years before Christ was born.  The area known as SYRIA (much larger and more powerful than 

modern day Syria) was the home of the powerful kingdoms of GREECE and ROME, both of which were to have a significant influence on the events of the Near East before the coming of our Savior and also during the establishment of the Christian Church in the centuries following Christ’s resurrection.

From ancient time these powerful nations interacted with one another.  Often this was in the form of trade, but
on many occasions it was the result of warfare.  But whether trading or fighting with each other, travel through Israel was usually required.  With traders and armies both traveling the highways of Israel the importance of Israel’s place in the ancient world was readily apparent.  Perhaps this was one reason why God lead Abraham to the land of Israel and gave this land to his descendants.  Whenever the traders and armies marched through Israel, they would have the opportunity to hear about the God of Israel.  God wanted all these nations to know him and his will for them just as he had revealed it to Israel.  God wanted his people, the children of Israel, to lead lives that reflected the gospel message and to verbally share his truths.  Israel was also to be an example to other nations of proper worship of the true God.  The children of Israel had a wonderful opportunity to accomplish this because of the strategic location in which God placed them and their nation.
There is one additional feature that we should note about the area of the Near East (often referred to as the Middle East today).  Note the dotted area of the map extending from Mesopotamia through Syria and into Israel.  This crescent or moon shaped area is often referred to as the Fertile Crescent.  This shaded area was very fertile land, good for growing a variety of crops.  Outside of the Fertile Crescent the land of the Near East mainly consisted in mountains, sparse vegetation, and desert.  Thus the area of the Fertile Crescent became a very valuable piece of property.  Powerful countries tried to conquer this area so they could better support their populations.  Because there was plenty of water and food in the Fertile Crescent, many large cities were located in the region.  Once again, please note that Israel was carefully placed within the area of the Fertile Crescent to enjoy not only its rich resources but also to play a key role in its development.  God had carefully selected a special place for his people and their welfare.
C.  THE MAKING OF THE BIBLE MAP – STEP 1

To properly understand the Bible it is important to understand the geography of Israel.  To assist you in doing this you will be learning how to draw your own map of the Holy Land.  This will help you in locating its most important lakes, rivers, valleys, mountains, etc.  In this course’s first five lessons you will learn to draw a map of Palestine.  When you are done you should be able to take a blank sheet of paper and pencil and draw this map by yourself.

1. First, take your sheet of paper and fold it into quarters.  Once this task is completed, unfold your paper


and you should have four equal parts.

2. In the middle of the top edge of the paper (where your fold is) place the letter N for North.  Then write an S for South at the bottom edge by the fold, W for West on the left edge at the fold, and E for East on the right edge at the fold.

3. In the top left corner put NW for Northwest.  In the top right corner put a NE for Northeast.  Then label the bottom left corner SW and the bottom right corner SE.
4. Now go back to the N at the top of your paper.  Put an A one finger-width to the left of the N.  One finger-width to the right of the N put a B on the page.

5. Now do the same thing on the bottom of your paper at point S.  One finger-width to the left of the fold (S) place an X, and one finger-width to the right place a Y, similar to the A and B at the top of the page.
Finally, place a Z on the paper one finger-width to the right of point Y.

If everything has been done properly, your paper should look like the drawing below.  (If your paper does not look like this then go back and do it over until you can do it properly and then continue with the next steps.)

	NW                                    A   N   B                                   NE

W                                                                                           E

SW                                     X   S  Y  Z                                 SE 


6. Now draw a straight line between point A and point SW.  This line is the seacoast of Israel.  On the left of this line is the MEDITERRANEAN SEA.  On the right of this line is the land of Israel.  Label the MEDITERRANEAN SEA on your map.

7. Now draw a straight line between points NE and Z.  This line is the edge of the desert.  On the right of this line write ARABIAN DESERT.

8. Finally, draw a straight line lightly from point B to Y.  This represents the large and deep valley that divides the land of Israel into two parts.  It is called the RIFT VALLEY.  To the left of this valley the land is called the West Bank and to the right the East Bank.  Label these two areas on your map.

We have now finished step 1 in drawing our map.  Your map should look like the one on the next page.  Practice steps 1-8 until you can do them without the instructions.
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Map 3.  Bible map – Step l
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