David’s Mighty Men

In the following study the first column contains a list of David’s mighty men from 2 Samuel 23:24-39.  The second column is the corresponding list from 1 Chronicles 11:26-41.  It is immediately apparent that the lists are nearly identical.  Differences between the lists are marked with # when it appears that there is a copying error.  Differences which seem to be due to different versions of the same name, such as Richard, Rich, Rick, and Dick or Thomas, Tom, and Tommy are marked by alt.  Names missing in one list or the other are marked with plus or minus.  The list in general follows the NIV.  The sign #Note marks passages in which my listing has been changed from the NIV’s reading due to inadequate renderings or harmonizing in the NIV.  The sign Sp marks some words where the variation from Samuel to Chronicles is a minor spelling variation such as the addition of a vowel letter.  Hebrew words are inserted in the listing only where necessary.  A good resource for comparing the Hebrew texts is Abba Bendavid, Parallels in the Bible, p. 63.  A few notes on special difficulties or unusual situations follow the comparison of the two lists.

There appear to be seven or eight copying mistakes, not so many when the nature of the material is taken into consideration.

	2 Samuel 23
	1 Chronicles 11

	24 Among the Thirty were:
	 26 The mighty men were: 

	
Asahel the brother of Joab, 
	
Asahel the brother of Joab, 

	
Elhanan son of DodoSp [-from] Bethlehem, 
	
Elhanan son of Dodo from Bethlehem, 

	25 Shammah the Harodite,

  הַחֲרֹדִי
	 27 Shammoth the Harorite,
הַהֲרוֹרִי          # חה רד

	
Elika the Harodite, 
	 #    [name skipped due to two Harodites]

	26 Helez the Paltite,                   
      הַפַּלְטִיNote
	
Helez the Pelonite,

          הַפְּלוֹנִי  ?

	
Ira son of Ikkesh from Tekoa, 
	 28 Ira son of Ikkesh from Tekoa,Sp 

	27 Abiezer from Anathoth, 
	
Abiezer from Anathoth,Sp 

	
Mebunnai the Hushathite,               מְבֻנַּי Note
	 29 Sibbecai the Hushathite,

  סִבְּכַי  # נכ סמ 

	28 Zalmon the Ahohite,

      צַלְמוֹן Note
	
Ilai the Ahohite,Sp 

          עִילַי   alt

	
Maharai the Netophathite, 
	 30 Maharai the Netophathite, 

	29 Heleb son of Baanah the Netophathite,
    #Note
	
Heled son of Baanah the Netophathite,Sp 

	
Ithai son of Ribai from Gibeah in Benjamin,
	 31 IthaiSp son of Ribai from Gibeah in Benjamin,

	30 BenaiahSp the Pirathonite, 
	
Benaiah [-the] Pirathonite, 

	
Hiddai from the ravines of Gaash,         הִדַּי 
	 32 Hurai from the ravines of Gaash,
   חוּרַי #חה רד 

	31 Abi-Albon the Arbathite,
אֲבִי־עַלְבוֹן Note
	
Abiel the Arbathite

     אֲבִי־אֵל alt

	
Azmaveth the Barhumite,
הַבַּרְחֻמִי 
	 33 Azmaveth the Baharumite,
        הַבַּחֲרוּמִי # metath

	32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 
	
Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 

	
the sons of Jashen,
   
  יָשֵׁן         Note
	 34 the sons of Hashem [+the Gizonite]    הָשֵׁם alt

	Jehonathan  33 [-] Shammah the Hararite, #Note  שַׁמָּה                              
	Jonathan son of Shagee the Hararite, בֶּן־שָׁנֵהalt

	
   Ahiam son of Sharar the Ararite,        שָׁרָר
	 35 Ahiam son of Sacar the Hararite,שָׂכָר  ?

	34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai …


      Note
	
Eliphal son of Ur,                   
                   alt?

	
[ ? ] the Maacathite, 
	 36 Hepher the Mekerathite        
       #  - and alt?

	
Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
	
Ahijah the Pelonite    
         different names?

	35 HezroSp the Carmelite, 
	 37 Hezro the Carmelite, 

	
Paarai the Arbite,

    פַּעֲרַי הָאַרְבִּי 
	
Naarai son of Ezbai, נַעֲרַי בֶּן־אֶזְבָּי  #נפ pn alt

	36 Igal son of Nathan from Zobah,

     יִנְאָל
	 38 Joel the brother of Nathan

     יוֹאֵל alt or #

	
[-]   the son of Haggadi,
    בָּנִי הַגָּדִי#Note
	
Mibhar son of Hagri,        #מִבְחָר בֶּן־הַגְרִי  רד

	37 Zelek the Ammonite, 
	 39 Zelek the Ammonite, 

	
Naharai the Beerothite,

הַבְּאֵרתִי
	
Naharai the Berothite,

       הַבֵּרֹתִי alt

	        
the armor-bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah,

	
the armor-bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah,

	38 Ira the Ithrite, 
	 40 Ira the Ithrite, 

	
Gareb the Ithrite 
	
Gareb the Ithrite, 

	39 and Uriah the Hittite. 
	 41 Uriah the Hittite, 

	There were thirty-seven in all.                  

v 29 most Hebrew manuscripts have Heleb
       some have Heled like Chronicles

v 33 Hebrew does not have “son of” NIV adds it.

v 36 NIV does not follow the Hebrew
	[There follow some additional names in Chronicles]


Notes
V 26  Paltite/Pelonite:  It is not clear what the relationship between these terms is, but Helez the Pelonite also appears in 1 Chr 27: 10.  

V 27  The reading  Sibbecai the Hushathite is also supported by 1 Chr 27:11.  Thus there is some basis for concluding that Samuel has the faulty reading here.

V 28  The relationship of Zalmon/Ilai is unclear.

V 31  The relationship of Abiel  and Abi-Albon is likewise unclear, but it has been suggested that Abi-/Albon was somehow corrupted from Abi-Baal, so that this would be another change of a Baal name.

V 32  The relationship of the sons of Jashen and the sons of Hashem the Gizonite, is quite difficult to understand.  Some have suggested that “sons of” should be omitted in both cases, leaving two names, Jashen and Hashem the Gizonite.  An alternative would be to supply names before “sons of 

V 32  The problem is similar in the comparison Jehonathan [-] Shammah the Hararite and Jonathan son of Shagee the Hararite.  It is uncertain if this is one name or two.

V 34  Eliphelet and Eliphel seem to be variants of the same name.  It is unclear why the patronymics differ so greatly.  Eliphelet is the more common name.  It is suggested that “the Maacathite” is a remnant of the name that should be here to parallel Hepher the Mekerathite in the Chronicles column.

V 36  A name is needed in the Samuel Column to parallel Mibhar in the Chronicles.  Perhaps “from Zobah” in the preceding line somehow became corrupted from that name.
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