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Opening Service 

456 | O Sons and Daughters of the King  

 

 

 
 

 

5 When Thomas afterwards had heard 

that Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

he doubted that it was the Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“my hands, my feet, my body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in me.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  



 – 3 – 

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Hymn of Praise   CW 458 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come 

to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your 

abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Acts 5:12,17–32 

After a miracle, Peter proclaims the risen Christ. 

After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 34A | Through All the Changing Scenes of Life  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Reading Revelation 1:4–18 

The risen Christ appears to St. John. 
 

After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation  

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

8 Blessèd are they that have not seen 

and yet whose faith has constant been; 

in life eternal they shall reign. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Gospel John 20:19–31 

Jesus appears to the disciples and then to Thomas. 
 

After the reading: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

All sing:  

9 On this most holy day of days 

to God your hearts and voices raise 

in laud and jubilee and praise. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Be seated 

Sermon Prof. Bradley Wordell 

Based upon Psalm 34 

I Will Teach You the Fear of the Lord 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase 

our faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day. 

When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin, be our 

salvation. 

 

King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against you, 

whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will—false teaching or 

lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion—rule it for the sake 

of the gospel’s free course. 

Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end. Never 

leave us or forsake us. 

  

Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. As your 

angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” 

As you sent your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in our church full of the Spirit and 

wisdom to administer the keys of the kingdom. 

Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.  

  

Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the fleshly 

urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions 

which have fallen short, and assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear 

children is sealed. 

Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its promises 

through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and godliness. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  
Silent prayer 

  

O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning and the 

End, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen. 
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on 

the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your 

creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, 

strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his 

eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and 

to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my † body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my † 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 



 – 10 – 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution 

Approach the altar by the center aisle. Line up in tables to the right and left of the altar. 
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439 | Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    whom God so freely gave us; 

he died on the accursèd tree— 

    so strong his love—to save us. 

See, his blood now marks our door; 

faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

    and Satan cannot harm us. Alleluia! 

 

6 So let us keep the festival 

    to which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is himself the joy of all, 

    the sun that warms and lights us. 

Now his grace to us imparts 

eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

    the night of sin is ended. Alleluia.

7 Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    on Christ, the bread of heaven; 

the Word of grace has purged away 

    the old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed; 

he is our meat and drink indeed; 

    faith lives upon no other! Alleluia! 
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675 | At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  

 

 

 
 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 

You have conquered in the fight, 

you have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall,  

now no more the grave enthrall; 

you have opened paradise, 

and your saints in you shall rise. 

    Alleluia!  

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

newborn souls in you to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days, 

Three in One, your name we praise. 

    Alleluia
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668 | Jesus Comes Today with Healing  

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

whose own feast of love I savor, 

    bidden by his gracious call. 

Wedding garments he provides me, 

with a robe of white he hides me, 

    fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

comfort in my tribulation, 

    balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

cleanses me from sin and error, 

    makes my wounded spirit whole.

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting.       

Go † in peace. 

Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament.   

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that 

we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

Amen. 

461 | He Is Arisen! Glorious Word  

 He is arisen! Glorious Word! 

Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 

    the gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus did triumphant die, 

and Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

    destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon. 

        O hear what cheer! 

    Christ victorious, 

    rising glorious, 

        life is giving. 

He was dead but now is living! 
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